Town of Ellenburg
Office of the Town Clerk

Minutes of the Town Board
Regular Board Meeting
July 21, 2026 at 6:00 PM

Supervisor, Jason Dezan, opened the meeting and led the Pledge of Allegiance. A
moment of silence was held for friends that have passed on, Service men and
women and first responders.

Roll Call:  Jason Dezan Yes
Gilles Filion Yes
Neil Trombley Yes
Dennis McCreless Yes
Shannon Barton Yes

Supervisor Dezan stated that we are going to do things a little differently this
evening because we have a large attendance, we are going to do questions and
comments first.

e Marya Pirak stood-she is the neighbor across the street from the intended
solar project on Harris road. She asked what the vote tonight is going to
entail. Jason stated that they would be approving or disapproving the site
plan-which has a list of 19 things that have to be met before a building
permit can be issued or the project can progress any further. Jason stated if
tonight gets passed, the company completing the project would have to meet
the list of 19 things. (Which will be attached to these minutes) There was a
discussion about this. Jason stated that tonight the vote is only on approving
the site plan. Then all of the points in this list, will be approved in the order
that they complete them. Each step will be approved or closely watched by
our engineers to make sure that everything is followed exactly. The fees
associated with our engineers are going to be paid from the escrow by the
solar company. Marya said she cannot stress enough the potential flooding
issues from this project, just recently they had to have their road fixed from a
rain storm.

o DJ McCreless asked what the community has done prior to this
project to try and prevent the flooding that has been happening.




o Shannon Barton asked how many times this road has been washed out
that residents remembered. From Greg Danussi, he said he remembers
at least five times, he remembers it washing out.

o Marya stated another observation she wanted to point out, is that they
started logging in 2023 and heavy in 2024, and 2025 was dry, but this
year they are seeing a lot more rain now that the logging is done, but
this year the water is running down from that property already.
Another neighbor stated that their driveway has washed out five times
Just this year.

o Jason asked if they diverted the water to go to the stream would that
be better. Fred from Nexamp stated that he cannot divert water into a
stream, the water has to go back in to the soil, so the retention area,
holds the water until it seeps back in to the soil. Fred stated that the
studies were calculated on a 100 year storm event, which takes into
account the whole area. Fred stated that they have to do what the DEC
says they have to.

o Greg Danussi, spoke about all of the logging that took too many trees
so there is too much water running off and no trees to help absorb it.
Shannon Barton stated she feels that is a separzte issue than what we
are talking about, he disagreed because they are going to take more
trees down.

o Adam Trombley had a question-has Maple Ridge secured the
easements for the power to the project. Fred from Nexamp stated that
they are hands off the easement process-so he does not know yet the
answer on that. Adam stated as the codes official-if we are going to
build a solar facility- we need to make sure that we are going to be
able to adequately get rid of this power. Fred stated in order to secure
the APA permit, they have to have those easements. They cannot do
anything until the APA is satisfied with the conditions, which the
easements are part of. Fred stated there are multiple layers of
conditions. The town is calling out building code conditions, the APA
conditions, some DEC conditions, there are a lot of conditions that
have to be met. Gilles stated that they will have to get 3-phase
easements up there which will be a different easement process. So the
board consensus on that was that NYSEG will have to clear all of the
easements before they can do anything-which will solely fall on
NYSEG and their processes and decisions.

® Marya asked- if the Nexamp project were to be cancelled, or go away, but a-
new company were to apply would that be under the new solar law or the
current one and the answer from the board is yes-the new company and



application would fall under the new law. Marya stated her comment would
be that when the town looks at the solar law, look at and re-evaluate the 200
foot line that is currently in the solar law. She stated she thinks it’s
something to consider going forward.

® Marya also stated that one other comment that she wants to make is that this
was a shock to her that after the APA conditional approval came through,
there were changes to the poles and where the new poles were going to go, it
was a shock for her and it would have been nice to be notified.

o Shannon stated that the town really had no control over that.

e Greg Danussi stood to state- “we are dealing with this stuff all over the
country. The companies that put these in, it is a money making venture for
them-and this is what is happening everywhere with solar and wind. None of
these things, have made our local electric bills go down. None of the power
stays here. They have to put new lines in, re-do the power lines. He states his
electric bill states he gets 7% of his power from windmills and solar, from
companies who get bought out by foreign countries. We are getting sold out
to other countries and no one is doing anything about it. If any of the board
members had this in their backyard they would not allow it but they are
going to roll over for this company. All of these rules and regulations but
they will still do what they do, but you better be careful and think very
strongly on what you are voting against-if you need to take a stand against
the county then the town should take a stand against the county.”

o DJ McCreless stated he does not disagree but when the town puts
something in to place, and they are following those rules and
stipulations and they take us to court, will the constituents be happy if
their taxes go up to fight in the courts against this project.

e Joan Hobbs had a question about the list. Joan asked if this company is
approved, and they sell to someone else, would it be the new owner is
grandfathered in. The answer would be that property will have already been
approved so it does not matter who the owner is.

Supervisor Dezan stated that we have had an at length discussion on this project,
and it was time to move forward with the rest of the meeting.

Supervisor Dezan asked for a motion to pass the minutes from the June regular
meeting.

Motion: Neil Trombley Second: Dennis McCreless

Vote: Trombley-Yes, Barton-Yes, Filion-Yes, McCreless-Yes, Dezan-Yes




Supervisor Dezan then read the monthly financial report for June 2026.
Motion: Shannon Barton Second: Gilles Filion
Vote: Dezan-Abstain, McCreless-Yes, Filion-Yes, Trombley-Yes, Barton-Yes

EMS- month of June they had 31 calls, they have done 142 for the year so far, we
have received all monies that was taken in from insurance. Anything for the rest of
the year goes into the next years budget

The crematorium- for the month of June they did 59 cremations, and $150,097 in
revenue so far for the year.

Supervisor Dezan called for the town clerk’s and youth commission report.
Bethany Fortin stated the office is functioning as usual. Youth commission, we had
two baseball teams, two softball teams and a t-ball team, all of our coaches were
great and we had a great season. Soccer is coming up, we are looking at having
around 7 teams, and we may need some new equipment for that, that will be
figured out in the next couple of days. We also had a question from Scotlyn
LeClair regarding doing a cheerleading camp. The board was in agreement that we
could pay her as a coach to do a clinic with the kids and Jason would get the

insurance set up. Bethany will work with Scotlyn on getting this figured out for the
kids.

Supervisor Dezan asked if the Highway Superintendent had anything to report,
Bradley was absent this meeting

JCEOQ report was next on the agenda. JCEO report- none was provided.
Supervisor Dezan then asked for the code officer’s report. Adam Trombley stated

he had normal permits and inspections this month. Adam wanted to thank Gilles
Filion for the use of his lift to fix some rain gutters.

Supervisor Dezan then called for the Historian’s report, Joan Hobbs reported that
she helped a woman with ancestry. She has been researching a lot of things for the
festivities going on in August and Lake Roxanne used to be called Lake Thomas
and the middle of Lake Roxanne now is called Thomas Island.

The next item on the agenda were council member reports:

Dennis McCreless — Dennis McCreless reported the following:



¢ Dennis reported there were no fire department meetings this month for him

to attend. Both departments are meeting this evening and he will catch up
with them.

Neil Trombley — Neil Trombley reported the following

e Neil reported the school has reported the state is putting up new speed zone
signs before the school year starts. Neil has been helping Brad and Jason as
usual.

Gilles Filion — Gilles Filion reported the following:
e Gilles reported he went to the AES meeting. He also attended the Clinton
informational meeting, windmills, things are still on schedule-the battery
operating facilities are still on hold.

® Jason stated that Stewart Seguin was approached for a battery storage
facility and he said no.

Shannon Barton — Shannon Barton reported the following:
* Shannon reported the lights are still working.

Jason stated that August is our field day. We have finalized the property purchase
at McGregor dam, and we also finalized today selling the land at the mausoleum to
the Coupals. Jason stated he did pay $300 of the fees because a lot of things that
needed to be fixed for us were fixed in this transaction.

Supervisor Dezan then opened the floor to old business
e Jason stated he had nothing else for old business.

Supervisor Dezan then opened the floor to new business

The first item of new business was the resolutions:

Resolution 26-66

To pay vouchers 253 to 298 in the General Fund in the amount of $49,156.20.
Motion: Shannon Barton Second: Gilles Filion

Vote: Filion-Yes, Dezan-Yes, Barton-Yes, Trombley-Yes, McCreless-Yes




Resolution 26-67

To pay vouchers 121 to 142 in the Highway Fund in the amount of $44,754.11
Motion: Neil Trombley Second: Gilles Filion

Vote: Barton-Yes, Filion-Yes, McCreless-Yes Dezan-Yes, Trombley-Yes

Resolution 26-68

To adjust June 2026 Highway Fund vouchers amount from $67,390.68 to
$71,203.37, difference of $3,812.69 (forgot to add voucher 120).Also, to change
June’s general voucher number from 248 to 252 and raise the amount to
$46,160.50, a difference of $5,305.23.

Motion: Neil Trombley Second: Gilles Filion

Vote: Trombley-Yes, McCreless-Yes, Filion-Yes, Dezan-Yes, Barton-Yes

Resolution 26-69

To appoint Jeff Matthews as assistant court clerk to Dennis LaBombard under
Justice Prevo to help while Dennis is recovering from back surgery and pay Sandy
Trombley $20 per hour when she fills in for Dennis — paid {rom court contingency
fund.

Note: Jeff is volunteering his time and asking for no compensation.

Motion: Gilles Filion Second: Dennis (DJ) McCreless

Vote: Dezan-Yes, Filion-Yes, Barton-Yes, McCreless-Yes, Trombley-Yes

Resolution 26-70

To change next months meeting to August 11" at 6:00 PM.

Motion: Neil Trombley Second: Shannon Barton

Vote: Barton-Yes, Trombley-Yes, Dezan-Yes, McCreless-Yes, Filion-Yes

Resolution 26-71

Resolution authorizing the submission of an application to the New York State
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation Environmental Protection
Funds Grants Program.

Note: Applying for a grant up to $600,000 — if we get 500,000 we would only have
to put up 125000 — bathrooms and ice rink and upgrading playground equipment
and putting in lights for the evenings and a fence around the parking lot

Motion: Dennis (DJ) McCreless Second: Gilles Filion

Vote: Filion-Yes, Dezan-Yes, Barton-Yes, Trombley-Yes, McCreless-Yes




Resolution 26-72

To enact Local Law No. 3 of 2026 titled “To place a moratorium on the Town of
Ellenburg Solar Law”

Motion: Dennis (DJ) McCreless Second: Gilles Filion

Vote: Filion-Yes, Dezan-Yes, Barton-Yes, Trombley-Yes, McCreless-Yes

Resolution 26-73

Resolution approving site plan for Maple Ridge Renewables, LLC.

Motion: Neil Trombley Second: Dennis (DJ) McCreless

Vote: Dezan-No, Filion-No, Barton-Yes, McCreless-Yes, Trombley-No

Because of the county- we needed a super majority for it to be stopped and did not
receive a super majority vote at 3-2.

Resolution 26-74

To authorize the sale of partial property at the mausoleum to the Coupals for the
$3,000 plus fees.

Motion: Neil Trombley Second: Dennis (DJ) McCreless
Vote: Barton-Yes, Trombley-Yes, Dezan-Yes, McCreless-Yes, Filion-Yes

Supervisor Dezan then opened the floor to questions and comments:
e There were none
Supervisor Dezan then closed the floor as there were no more public comments.

Supervisor Dezan made a motion to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was
adjourned at 6:56 PM

Motion: Jason Dezan Second: Neil Trombley

The next regular meeting will be held on August 11, 2026 at 6:00 PM

W/M . %z{:

Bethany Drown Fortif, Ellenburg Town Clerk




